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Research Essay on Kamala Harris
A growing recognition of the untapped talents of women leaders has been witnessed in the recent political events. The rate of women's representation in national governments has incrementally increased over the last two decades. Research indicates that more women in the parliament increase policies that prioritize families, gender equality, racial and ethnic minorities (Astor). Kamala Harris achieved the impossible by becoming the first black woman to the elected as US vice-president. As the former California Senator, Kamala Harris broke political barriers of gender and race. Her win has inspired women from different backgrounds in their pursuit of public and political views. 
Women's political participation leads to greater responsiveness and increased cooperation across ethnic and party lines. Kamala Harris is committed to ensuring full gender equality in the US by supporting women's rights. According to Harris, women are essential members of the society who need protection from bias across political, economic, and social life to achieve their opportunities (Congress.gov). Furthermore, she holds constant values and priorities supporting families and advancing critical issues affecting women of all ethnicities and ages. 
The vice-president focuses on ending gender discrimination in areas of healthcare, employment, education, or any other essential sphere. The Democratic Party aims to confront violence against women, pushing for family policies like paid leave and fighting for workplace equality (Cancryn and Marinucci). "The supreme courts argued that women were not able to work as men did, which was a way to justify low wages and little representation in job opportunities" (class lecture week five). During the national campaigns, Harris suggested equal pay for women and men to reduce the gender pay gap. Therefore, Harris aims to enhance equality and expand opportunities for women in all contexts.
Kamala Harris has been a reputable champion in voting for bills supporting women's rights in the US. "Throughout history, women have been labeled as mothers and not citizens" (Class lecture week five). Harris is a pro-choice politician and has continually supported Planned Parenthood. During her debates, Harris confirmed her commitment to abortion rights and freedoms. She supports taxpayer-funded abortions, intending to save lower-income women's lives as all other male proponents argue. Therefore, women have been recognized in the state as part of the citizens who have their rights. 
Her opinion on eliminating private insurance led to the tumbling of her poll numbers. However, she developed a new strategy to give Americans a choice to enroll in public or private insurance. Harris focuses on changing the situation of healthcare from being a privilege to a right. Her healthcare plan states that Americans would have the ability to buy into Medicare. Gradually, the uninsured and newborns would be enrolled into the program to ensure that healthcare is universal in the US. This policy aims to provide safe and affordable access to comprehensive healthcare to every woman. Harris' conventions also target racial disparities in maternal health. Generally, eliminating gender and racial disparities in healthcare provision are key aspects targeted by Harris and the Democratic Party.
Defending reproductive rights has been one of the major initiatives supported by the US vice-president. She has continually supported women's reproductive rights, arguing that women have the right to make decisions concerning their bodies without intimidation. She argued that women might die because the Republican legislatures in the US are out of touch by dictating what women can do with their bodies (Cancryn and Marinucci). Similarly, male politicians have also responded by adding that men should fight for women's reproductive rights in the state. They have continuously stressed that women play a vital role in society and should not be the only ones taking up the fight for reproductive rights.
The topic of reproductive rights has been highly debated, with some states restricting abortion. Over the past year, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Missouri have passed bills against abortion after six years of pregnancy (Murphy). However, the vice-president voted against the bill and stated that the department of justice needed to review the bill to determine if it was compliant with the constitution. Calling for women to make such choices for themselves, Harris pointed out that women have rights over their bodies. 
On the issue of sex work, Harris has been known as an antagonist of sex workers in the US. She does not support sex work because it involves crimes that harm the women. In an interview, Harris stated that anybody who hurts a woman or profits from women's exploitation should be prosecuted as a criminal. Her reputation of opposing sex work in San Francisco in 2008 has been the basis of her strong personality to preserve women's dignity in the US. However, criminalizing consensual behavior between adults has proven a great challenge. 
LGBTQ advocates have questioned Harris' view on the transgender issue over time. The decriminalization of transgender sex workers have become a major issue among the LGBTQ organizations. However, Harris does not support FOSTA/SESTA, arguing that it profited from ads of child trafficking rather than ensuring that sex trafficking is stopped. SESTA/FOSTA has been harmful to women of color, transgender people, and immigrants (Cancryn and Marinucci). Nevertheless, LGBTQ groups have publicly praised Harris as a champion for equality in terms of sexual orientation. As a result, Harris' success in the run for vice-presidency has been propelled by her equality campaign and support for LGBTQ rights. Despite her main agenda on women empowerment, Harris' voting record has proven her equality in social and domestic aspects.
After becoming the vice president-elect, Kamala Harris appointed three women in her office, marking the first time in history main positions in the vice president's office will be occupied by women. Harris appointed the chief of staff, national security advisor, and domestic policy advisor, all women indicating her value for women in politics (Murphy). Harris believes that her top three aides would restore and advance America's leadership in significant ways. However, her political journey has proven that she can negotiate politics individually without the other women legislators' help. 
The US vice-president is a member of the budget, judiciary, and Homeland security committee. As a trained prosecutor, Harris has been widely praised by Democrats in various judicial hearings. In addition, she has been critical of Trump's economy as a member of the budget committee, aiming to reduce the unemployment rate in the country (Congress.gov). In her economic plan, Harris aims to offer paid leave for workers with serious health conditions, especially women caring for young children or expectant mothers (Astor). In addition, childcare plans for medium and low-class families have also been proposed to ensure that families do not spend most of their childcare income. 
As a Homeland Security and Government Affairs member, the vice-president has significant political impact outside the legislative body. She has proposed executive action to ensure maximum security in the country. With the Homeland security committee's help, Harris intends to counter gun violence, including near-universal background checks for gun dealers and banning assault weapons (Weinberg and Palaniappan). Gun manufacturers who fail to comply with the policy will have their licenses revoked by the government. As the vice-president, she has implemented policies on background checks for weapons to ensure all citizens' safety. She also introduced a wide search for illegally owned guns while the Attorney General, leading to a collection of more than 1200 firearms. Her proposed executive actions on firearms have improved the level of security in the country. 
The US vice president also has a substantial political impact on racial and social justice issues. As a black woman, Harris has found herself as the pillar looked upon by all black women in the US. In recent years, she has been the chief proponent of issues surrounding criminal justice that has been disproportional in communities of color. To reduce racial disparity and social injustices, Harris has pledged to eliminate private prisons and end mass incarcerations, aiming at policies that target marginalized black women in the country (Weinberg and Palaniappan). She has also influenced progressive policies like education and job programs for low-level offenders. Therefore, Harris has displayed distinctive political impact outside of her legislative institution in various sectors to promote black women's rights and the marginalized society in the US. 
Accordingly, the overall participation of women in national leadership has become an essential focus in global development. As seen from Kamala Harris political achievements, women's participation in politics results in greater democracy and a more sustainable future. In addition, it helps in advancing gender equality issues that hinder growth and development in the country. The US vice president has displayed outstanding leadership ambitions, which have contributed to balance in the society due to her fight for equality in service provision and sharing opportunities. However, both female and male legislators must work together to provide viable solutions to the myriad of problems in the country. Ultimately, women must be empowered, encouraged, and supported to build strong democracies and meet development goals.
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